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dimensions of Christian living handled here, ?reaching on domestic rela- 
tions from 1 ?e te r 3:1-7, for example, a courageous preacher m ight con- 
sider quoting Luther on marital dynamics (as expressed then, of course, 
not today): “‘Husbands generally are lions in their homes and are harsh 
toward wives and servants. Similarly the wives generally dom ineer every- 
where and regard their husbands as servants’” (147).

What a pity that we do not have actual, verbal recordings o f L uther’s 
narrating on the Christian life for us. How fortunate that we have Kolb’s 
presentation of this dimension of his work.

p a r n é s  A. De Jong

Theology and History

Calvin and His Influence, 1509-2009  edited by Irena Backus and ?hilip 
Benedict. Oxford: Oxford University ?ress, 2011. pp. 336 + xiii. $09.00 hard.

This book of essays is the result of an international conference held in 
Ceneva in 2009 in connection with the 500th anniversary of jo h n  Calvin’s 
birth. The conference in Geneva in the summer of 2009 was a once-in-a- 
lifetime event. These essays that focus both on Calvin the man as well as his 
varied and contested legacy serve as a rem inder that Calvin continues to 
be of great interest to the world, including beyond the world of theology. 
W ithout understanding Calvin’s theology, however, the interpretation of 
his significance is bound to he distorted, as this volume (often inadver- 
tently) demonstrates.

The introduction to the volume presents a view of Calvin that will dis- 
turb the p re^d ices of both aficionados and detractors, which speaks to its 
strenuous fairness and lack of bias. Calvin was a complex man, and his influ- 
ence is a complex set ofphenom ena; any treatm ent that does no t bring that 
out is seriously flawed. The editors do no t sugarcoat the wrathful, intoler- 
ant aspects of Calvin’s personality. They neither defensively exonerate nor 
nachronistically  condem n Calvin for his role in the execution of Servetus. 
The editors tie together the various essays in an artful and learned fashion, 
creating an independent essay that is exceptional in itself.

In fact, the introduction is almost ؛stoundingly judicious in its review 
of hoth Calvin and his legacy, except when it goes astoundingly wrong, 
as it does when it tries to deal with what should he a very basic point of 
Calrin’s theological legacy, his teaching on predestination (13). T here it is 
claimed that Calvin, in his 1559 Institutes, based election on foreseen faith. 
Calvin, of course, taught no such thing; this idea was prom oted later hy 
Jacob Arminius and wasjudged to fall beyond the pale of Reformed teach- 
ing by the Synod o f Dordt. The eridentiary footnote, moreover, refers not
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to the 1559 Institutes bu t to the first edition of 1536; in this passage Calvin 
discusses how helievers need not speculate about election but only believe 
in Christ. Nowhere in Calvin’s writings, one can confidently say, does Calvin 
base election on the divine prescience of any hum an act. In fact, in his 1559 
Institutes he denies that election is based on anything foreseen in human- 
ity (3.22.1), including foreseen faith (3.22.7), bu t solely on G od’s good 
pleasure (3.22.3). Similarly, the introduction claims that Theodore Beza’s 
Tabula Praedestinationis presents election and reprobation “as exactly sym- 
metrical in God’s m ind,” which is]ust true enough to be seriously mislead- 
ing. Beza, like Calvin, taught that the cause of salvation was G od’s election, 
but, ra ther u m ^m etrica lly , the cause o fa  person’s dam nation was no t rep- 
robation (which would make God the author of sin) but rather a person’s 
freely chosen sin and unbelief. T hat this im portant theological distinction 
is ignored, as it has been for centuries, demonstrates the continued failure 
to accurately understand sixteenth-century theology that mars Reformation 
research and even a num ber of essays in fois volume.

Fortunately, this serious flaw is an exception in an introduction that 
adeptly surveys Cahdn’s later legacy. Thus, Calvin unknowingly ensured 
the lasting reputation of Feter Martyr Vermigh, whose loci communes were 
collected posthumously and arranged according to foe order of Calvin’s 
Institutes. Additionally, Calvin’s thought could also be substantially altered 
to serve a different purpose, as happened with Johannes Fiscator, who 
used his own condensation of Calvin’s Institutes to prom ote his own pecu- 
liar theological conceptions. Also fascinating is foe transition of the terms 
Calvinism and Calvinist from abusive epithets to badges of honor, and back 
again, as well as foe ebb and fiow of interest in Calvin and Calvinism (vari- 
ously defined, and often not called by that name) over foe centuries.

The essays in this volume reflect foe disputed interpretation and legacy 
of Calvin’s thought, as well as the vast unevenness in scholarly quality to 
be found in Calvin scholarship. A num ber of these addresses are quite 
weak, scholarly speaking, while others represent cutting-edge research. In 
the opening essay, Diarmaid Macculloch paints with overly broad strokes 
a portrait of Calvin as a candidate for Fifth Latin Doctor of foe church, 
simplistically characterizing Calvin’s thought as a kind of Chalcedonian 
“distinction without separation,” and then abruptly, perhaps bizarrely, 
concluding that Chalcedon was a disaster. The concluding essay by John  
W. de Gruchy similarly disappoints the reader interested in foe details of 
how Calvin’s (or Neo-Calrinist) thought figured in the developm ent and 
history of apartheid; instead we get a partisan appeal to view Calvin as a 
Barthian so c ia lis t-an  appropriation of Calvin ^ is t as anachronistic and 
uninteresting as those that make Calvin a protocapitalist or the founder 
of democratic liberalism. H arro Höpfl’s essay, by contrast, realistically 
dem onstrates that Calvin’s thoughts on the polity of state and church were 
largely infiuenced by aristocratic assumptions and that m uch of the later
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Reformed developm ent of the idea of political resistance was largely inde- 
pendent of Calvin’s thought. Similarly, William Naphy’s essay on Calvin’s 
church in Geneva represents top-notch scholarship, as do the fascinating 
essays by Max Engammare (“Calvin the Workaholic”) and Olivier Millet 
(“Calvin’s SelE^vareness as A uthor”). Emidio Campi places Calvin in the 
context of the Swiss Reformation and reminds the reader that Calvin was 
no t the only thinker or even the founder o f the Reformed tra d it io n -a  
fact that should be obvious bu t that in fact many historical theologians of 
the Reformed tradition overlook regularly Richard Muller dem onstrates in 
greater detail how the later Reformed tradition respected Calvin and drew 
on his thought but did not idolize the man. There were many Reformed 
thinkers whom seventeenth-century Reformed thinkers cited, no t least 
of which was Theodore B e z a -^ r tic u la r ly  his exegetical work. Moïses 
Amyraut began the practice, still continued today, of using Calvin’s nam e to 
prom ote o n e’s own agenda. Cornelis van der Kooi’s essay on how Abraham 
Kuyper’s appropriation of Calvin shaped the Netherlands is an excellent 
example of how one can write the reception-histo^ of Calvin’s thought in 
a way that is both objective and enlightening. Also of significant interest 
to Calvin scholars is the story André Encrevé tells about the rediscovery 
of Calvin in Erench ?rotestantism, recalling the roles of im portant figures 
such a s s i e s  Bonnet, Calvin hagiographer Emile Doumergue, and the edi- 
tors of the ambitious opera Calvini.

This volume is a snapshot o f the state of Reformation research and mod- 
ern appropriation of Reformation thought, a portrait that reveals foe good, 
foe bad, and sometimes foe downright bizarre. It is worth studying for foe 
various methodologies employed alone, as examples of bias and objectivity, 
solid research and partisan appeal. Those who en ter this field in foe future 
will need to carefully navigate this contentious secondary literature. The 
volume serves as both encouragem ent to excellent research and a w a r n i n g  

against foe not-so-excellent. Eor those who are still seeking to appropriate 
Calvin’s thought and legacy or better, that of foe Reformed theological 
tradition, these essays on how that has been done over the past five centu- 
ries may be similarly instructive in terms of how that legacy can enrich the 
church, as well as how it is susceptible to being coopted for dubious ends.

—Raymond A. Blacketer

Stoicism in Early Christianity edited by Tuomas Rasimus, Troels Engberg- 
?ederson, and Ismo Dunderberg. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, ة010م  
Pp. xiii + 301. $39. و .soft و

Stoicism in Early Christianity offers a surprisingly high quality collection 
of essays exploring foe influence of the Stoics on early Christianity (and 
Gnosticism). 1 say “surprisingly” because such essays typically tend to over- 
reach. None of foe essays, however, claim that Paul is merely a Stoic, for 
example. ¥et they do make many compelling arguments for revisiting


